[The highest permissible levels of resection of the esophagus in cancer during surgery with intrathoracic or cervical esophagogastric anastomoses].
The levels of esophageal resection for squamous carcinoma were determined in 84 patients by measuring the distance from the incisors to the ring of the esophagogastric anastomosis during esophagoscopy. The radicalism of the operations was evaluated from the difference in the distance between the incisors and the upper border of the tumor and the distance between the incisors and the anastomosis. The mean levels of the highest possible resections of the esophagus were at a distance of 33.5 +/- 2.8, 23.6 +/- 2.0, and 20.4 +/- 2.0 cm from the incisors, respectively, in Garlock's operation, Lewis' operation, and Dobromyslov-Torek's operation with esophagoplasty using an antiperistaltic gastric pedicle. It is suggested that the choice of the method of surgical treatment should be based on comparison of the determined levels of the highest possible resection of the esophagus with the endoscopic assessment of the level of the upper border of the tumor in the esophagus.